Ontario: Revised Statutes

1960

c 231 Maternity Boarding Houses Act
Ontario

© Queen's Printer for Ontario, 1960
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/rso
Bibliographic Citation
Maternity Boarding Houses Act , SO 1966, c 231

Repository Citation
Ontario (1960) "c 231 Maternity Boarding Houses Act," Ontario: Revised Statutes: Vol. 1960: Iss. 3, Article 9.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/rso/vol1960/iss3/9

This Statutes is brought to you for free and open access by the Statutes at Osgoode Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Ontario:
Revised Statutes by an authorized administrator of Osgoode Digital Commons.

Sec. 4 (1)
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CHAPTER 231

The Maternity Boarding Houses Act
1. In this Act, "medical officer of health" means the Jnterpre·
ta t io n
medical o ffi cer of health of the municipality in which any
house required by this Act to be registered is situate, and
where the house is situate in territory without municipal organization, means the medical officer of health appointed for
the locality under The Public Health Act. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, ~ · ~2?· 19GO.
s. 1.

2.-(1) No per~on shall receive or retain for hire or rew~rd ~!~~~~~Y
any woman or g1rl for accouchement, or keep unmarned hous es to be
. Is, bemg
. mot hers o f 111
. fants w1t
. h 10
. f ants for board regis tered
women or g1r
or lodging, or keep a maternity boarding house, unless registered under this Act.
(2) No person whose house is registered under this section Persons who
. or retam
. t here111
. for h'1re or reward any person celved
may be rerece1ve
!a
except women or girls for accouchement, or mothers with ~atiJr~~Y
infants. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 2.
hou ses

S ha 11

3 .-(1) No person shall receive or retain for hire or reward ~~a~~~~c~f
one or more infants under three years of age for the purpose dre1n to !e
of nursing or maintaining such infant or infants for a longer reg s ter
period than twenty-four hours, except in a house that is
registered under this Act, but any person may be exempted
from this section by the medical officer of health of a city or
by the Director of Child \\'elfare on proof that one child
only is thus cared for.
(2) No person whose house is registered under this section Onl>•
. or retam
. t I1ere1n
. for h'1re or reward any person children
s I1aII rece1ve
under a to
except infants under three years of age. R.S.O. 1950, c.225, be receh·ed
s. 3.
4.-(1) The medical officer of health or any officer spe- R egis ter
cially appointed by him for that purpose shall keep a register
of the names of persons applying to register under this Act,
and therein shall cause to be registered the name and house of
every person so applying and the situation of the house, and
the medical officer of health shall fix t he number of women or
girls or infants who may be received into a house so re~istercd.
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Registratio n , du ration an d

(2) The registration shall remain in force for one year, and
a fee, not exceeding $10, shall be charged for registration.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 4.

Discretion
as to
r egistration

G. The medical officer of health may refuse to register any
house unless satisfied that it is suitable for the purposes for
which it is to be registered, and unless satisfied by the production of certificates that the person applying to be registered is of good character and able to maintain, keep and
properly lodge such women or girls or infants. R.S.O. 1950,
c. 225, s. 5.

Cancelling
registratio n

6. If it is shown to the satisfaction of the medical officer
of health that a person whose house is registered under this
Act has been guilty of serious neglect or is incapable of providing the women or girls or infants entrusted to his care with
proper food and attention, or that the house specified in the
register has become unfit for the reception of women or girls
or infants, the medical officer of health may remove the
name and house from the register. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 6.

Register to
be kept by
keeper of
boarding
bouse or
home

7. Every person registered under this Act shall immediately
enter in a register to be kept by him the name and age of every
woman or girl or infant and also the place from which the
woman or girl or infant came before entering the house, and
shall also enter in the register the name of the medical practitioner who attended at any birth taking place in the house or
who attended any infant in the house, and when any such
woman or girl or infant leaves the house, the place to which
they are removed, and the date of the removal, and also
whether the infant was taken away with the mother or how
otherwise disposed of, or how children boarded without their
mothers are disposed of, and shall forthwith transmit to the
medical officer of health a copy of every entry made in the
register, and shall produce the register when required by the
medical officer of health or by any person appointed by him,
and in the event of his refusing so to produce the register or
neglecting to enter in a register the required particulars, he is
guilty of an offence and on summary conviction is liable to a
fine of not more than $20. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 7.

For ms fo r
registra t ion
to be furnis hed to
kee pers

8. The person registered is entitled to receive gratuitously
from the medical officer of health a book of forms for the
registration of persons received into the house, which boOk
shall also contain a printed copy of this Act. R.S.O. 1950,
c. 225, s. 8.

ree

Births In
~ous~ t~ d
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9. The person registered shall ensure that every birth that
b~ ~h~~~c~an takes place in the house is attended b y a legally qualified medi-
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cal practitioner, who shall report fo rthwith to the medical
officer of health the ·fact of the birth having taken place and
shall also give notice of the same in the manner provided by R s 0 1960
The Vital ,Statistics Act. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 9.
c .. 4i9.
·

..

10. The person registered shall within twenty-four hours Notice of
0
after .the death of any inmate of the house, whether a woman, ~~6~~~
a girl, or an infant born therein or brought thereto as a boarder,
cause notice thereof to be given to the medical officer of health,
who shall immediately call the coroner to hold an inquest on
the body of such inmate, unless a certificate under the hand
of a legally qualified medical practitioner is produced to him
· by the person registered that such medical practitioner had
personally attended or examined the person so dying and a lso
specifying the cause of death, and the medical officer of health
is satisfied that there is no ground for holding an inquest.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 10.
11. The med.ical officer of health shall provide for the visit- VIsitation
·mg an d mspectmg,
·
·
f rom t1me
·
·
.
ed and
lnspecto tlme,
o f every house reg1ster
tlon
under t his Act, and the person appointed to inspect is entitled
to enter the house at any time and examine every part thereof
and call for and examine the register kept by the person
registering the house and to inquire into all matters concerning
the house and the inmates thereof, and the person registered
shall give all reasonable information to the person making
the inspection, and afford him every reasonable facility for
viewing and inspecting the premises, and seeing the inmates
thereof. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 11.
12. No child under three years of age, whether an inmate Ado~tlon
1
of any house registered under this Act or born therein or ~{0 ~ h~~~s
brought thereto shall be given out for adoption except by
and with the consent of a children's aid society or other duly
incorporated benevolent or charitable institution or society,
or of the Director of Child Welfare, under such rules and
regulations in that behalf as may be approved of by the
Lieutenant Governor in Council. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 12.
1 3 . No person registered under this Act shall advertise that Advertising
he will adopt a child or children or hold out inducements to ~g~ ~~~~~~n
parents to part with their offspring, and when any such child prohlbl ed
is transferred by his parents or is given out for adoption to
other persons, such transfer shall be made with the knowledge
and consent of the agent or secretary of a children's aid society,
or of the Director of Child Welfare. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 13.
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Securing
registration
by fals e
representation, eto.

14. No person shall make any false representation for the
purpose of obtaining registration under this Act, or make use
of any false certificate knowing it to be false, or falsify any
register kept in pursuance of this Act. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225,
s. 14.

Registers,
con tents of,
not to be
disclos ed

HS. The medical officer of health shall not, nor shall any
officer employed by him, nor shall the person registered as
keeper of any house, divulge or disclose the contents of the
register or any of the particulars entered therein, except upon
inquiry before a court of law, or at a coroner's inquest, or
before some other competent tribunal, or, in the case of such
officer or registered person, for the information of the medical
officer of health. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 15.

Record of
a ntecedents
of Inmates

1 6. The managers of every maternity hospital, infants'
home or other refuge for women, shall ascertain and record
the antecedents of women and girls coming under their care,
and shall furnish to the medical officer of health such information in their possession as may be called for from time to time.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 16.

Penalties

1 7. Every person who contravenes any of the provisions
of this Act is guilty of an offence and on summary conviction
where no other penalty is provided is liable to a fine of not
more than $100, and when registered under this Act is also
liable to have his name and house removed from the register.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 17.

Expenses of
execu tion
of Act

18. All expenses incurred in a nd about the execution of
this Act and the trial of offenders thereunder shall be borne
by the municipality in which the registered house is situated,
or in case it is situated in territory without municipal organization, by the Province. R .S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 18.

Application
or Act
~t-~ ~· l9GO.

0

MATERNITY BOARDING IIOUSES

Sec. 14

19. This Act does not apply to any premises licensed under
The Private Hospitals Act. R.S.O. 1950, c. 225, s. 19.

